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The Middle-Eastern country of Oman lies on the eastern edge of the
Arabian Peninsula at the entrance to the Persian Gulf. Its mountain ranges stand
in the country’s north and southeast, where major cities are located along the
ocean coast. Most of central Oman is a rocky and sandy desert where hot, dry
winds shift the sand about, piling it up in some areas and blowing it away in
others. This natural process never stops, creating an endless cycle of things
being buried and uncovered with the passage of years. That was precisely the
fate of the small village of Wadi al-Murr. Sitting at the bottom of a valley, the

village site proved to be an ideal place for blown sand to accumulate.



