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Six out of 10 children and teenagers in the world are failing to reach
basic levels of proficiency in learning, warns a hard-hitting report from
the United Nations. The UN describes the findings as "staggering" and
representing a "learning crisis". Much of the focus of international aid in
education has been on the lack of access to schools, particularly in poorer

countries in sub-Saharan Africa or in conflict zones. But this new

research from the Unesco Institute for Statistics(H# = B Z A S 20 4)

warns of the lack of quality within schools - saying more than 600 million

school-age children do not have basic skills in math and reading.
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