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Chief Seattle's Statem ent

Ted Perty,1972

H ow can you buy or sell the sky, the wam th of the land? The dea is strange © us. [fwe do not

own the freshness of the air and the spaikle of the w ater,how can you buy them ?

Every partof the Earth is sacred to my people. Every shinng pine needle, every sandy shore, every
m ist m the dark woods, every clear and humm mg msect 1s holy m the m em ory and experience ofmy
people. The sap which courses through the trees carries the m em ory of red m an.

Thewhiteman's dead forget the country of their birth when they go to walk am ong the stars.O urdead
never forget this beautiful Earth, for it is the m otherof the red m an. W e are partof the Earth and it is
partofus. The perfum ed flow ers are our sisters, the deer, the horse, the greateagle, these are our
brothers. The rocky crests, the juices m the m eadow s, the body heat of the pony, and the m an, all
belong to the sam e fam 1ly.

So,when the G reatChief m W ashington sends word thathe w ishes to buy our land, he asks m uch of us.
The G reatW hite Chief sends word he w 1ll reserve us a place so thatw e can live com fortably to
ourselves.He w ill be our father and w e w 1ll be his children.

So we w ill consider your offer to buy land.But itw illnot be easy.For this land 1S sacred o us.This
shining w ater thatm oves m stream s and rivers is not justw ater but the blood of our ancestors. Ifwe

sell you land, you m ust rem em ber that it is sacred, and you m ust teach your children that it is sacred

and that each ghostly reflection m the clearw ater of the lakes tells of events m the life ofmy people.
The watersm um ur 1s the voice of my father’s father.

The rivers of our brothers they quench our thirst. The rivers carry our canoes and feed our children. If
w e sell you our land, you m ust rem em ber to teach your children that the rivers are our brothers, and
yours, and you m ust henceforth give the rivers the kindness that you would give my brother.

W e know that the white m an does not understand ourw ays.One portion of land 1s the same to hm as
the next, forhe is a strangerw ho com es m the night and takes from the land whatever he needs. The
Earth isnothis brother,buthis enem y and w hen he has conquered it, he m oves on.He leaves his
father's graves behind, and he does not care.H e kidnaps the Earth from his children, and he does not
care.H is father’s grave, and his children's birthright are forgotten.H e treats hism other, the Earth, and
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his brother, the sam e, as things t© be bought, plundered, sold like sheep orbright beads.H is appetite
w 11l devour the Earth and leave behind only a desert.

[do notknow .Ourways are different from yoursw ays. The sightof your cities pains the eyes of the
red m an. Butpethaps it is because the red m an is a savage and does not understand. There is no quiet
place m the whitem an's cities.N o place o hear the unfurling of leaves i spring,or the rustle ofan
msectsw mgs.Butperhaps 1t 1s because [ am a savage and do notunderstand. The clatteronly seem s
msult the ears.And what is there to life if am an cannothear the lonely cry of a whippoow ill or the
argum ents of the frogs around a pond atnight. Iam a red m an and do notunderstand. The Indian
prefers the soft sound of the w md dartmg over the face of the pond, and the sm ell of the w nd 1itself,
cleansed by am idday ram,or scented w ith the pmon pme.

The air is precious o the red m an, forall things share the sam e breath - the beast, the tree, the m an,
they all share the sam e breath. The white m an does not seem to notice the airhe breathes.L ke a m an
dymg form any days,he isnum b to the stench.But ifwe sell you our land, you m ust rem em ber that the
air 1S precious o us, that the air shares its spiritw ith all the life 1t supports.

The w nd that gave our grandfather his firstbreath also receves his last sigh.And ifwe sell you our
land, you m ustkeep it apart and sacred, as a place where even the white m an can go o taste the w ind
that 1s sweetened by the m eadow s flow ers. So w e w 1ll consider your offer to buy our land. If we
decide o accept, Iw illm ake one condition - the white m an m ust treat the beasts of this land as his
brothers. [am a savage and do notunderstand any otherw ay. [ have seen a thousand rotting buffaloes
on the prairie, left by the white m an who shot them from a passmg tram.Iam a savage and do not
understand how the sm okmg 1ron horse can be m ade m ore m portant than the buffalo thatwe kill only
to stay alive.W hat ism an w 1thout the beasts? If all the beasts w ere gone,m an would die from a great
lonelmess of the spirit. Forw hatever happens to the beasts, soon happens tom an. A 1l things are
connected.

Y oum ust teach your children that the ground beneath their feet 13 the ashes of our grandfathers. So that
they w il respect the land, tell your children that the Earth is rich w ith the lives of ourkm. Teach your
children whatw e have taughtour children, that the Earth is ourm other.W hatever befalls the Earth
befalls the sons of the Earth. If m en spitupon the ground, they spitupon them selves.

Thiswe know - the Earth does notbelong to m an -m an belongs to the Earth. This we know . A 1l things
are connected lke the blood w hich unites one fam ily. A 1l things are connected.W hatever befalls the
Earth - befalls the sons of the Earth.M an did notw eave the web of life -he smerely a strand m 1it.

W hateverhe does to the web, he does to hm self. Even the white m an,whose God w aks and taksw ith
hm as friend to friend, cannotbe exem pt from the comm on destmy.W e m ay be brothers afterall. W e
shall see.One thmg we know ,which the white m an m ay one day discover -OurGod 1s the sam e G od.
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Youmay think now thatyouownH m as youw ish o own our land, but you cannot.He is the God of
m an, and H is com passion is equal for red m an and the white. The Earth is precious to Hm , and to
ham the Earth 1s to heap contem pton its C reator. The whites too shall pass, pethaps sooner than all
other tribes.Contam mate your bed, and you w 11l one night suffocate m yourown w aste.

But m your perishing you w ill shine brightly, fired by the strength of the God who brought you to this
land and for som e special pumpose gave you dom mion over this land and over the red m an.

Thatdestmy 1S am ystery to us, forw e do notunderstand w hen the buffalo are slaughtered, the w 1ld
horses tam ed, the secret comers of the forestheavy w ith scentofm any m en, and the view of the ripe
hills blotted by takmg w ires.

W here 1s the thicket? G one.
W here 1s the Eagle? G one.

The end of living and the beginning of survival.

BHEE  BEFLET — b FEREFHR?
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