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In India, people believed the earth was held up by four elephants that were
standing on the back of a turtle which was balancing on top of a snake. If any
of these animals moved, it would cause the earth to shake. The Mongolians
similarly believed that a giant frog carried the world on its back. Earthquakes
were the result of the frog slipping. All over the world, different legends were
told. Ancient Greeks believed the god Poseidon caused earthquakes whenever
he struck the ground with his trident. In Mexico, it was thought that EI Diablo,
better known as the devil, was the cause of earthquakes. After an earthquake,
the devil could visit the surface of the earth more easily through the cracks in

the ground.



