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We waited for him at the door when he came off work every day. He pushed
the straw hat behind his head and held my younger brother in his arms. He

passed by the faucet, took the kettle, which was full of water, sang and went
to the backyard. The first thing after he came home was to water the flowers.
The sun was about to go down then, and the cool wind blew in the yard. My
father plucked a jasmine flower and put it on my skinny sister’s head. Uncle

Chen said to my father, “Lin, you like flowers so much, so your wife gave
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birth to a bunch of daughters!” I had four sisters and only two brothers. I was

only twelve.
Why do | always think of these?

Director Han had come to the stage, and he said decently, “All of you
completed your courses, and you are going to leave the elementary school and
enter a junior high school. You are not children anymore if you become junior
high school students. When you come back to school to visit the teachers, |

will be glad that you all grow up.”



