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He often told me, “Being a farmer does not make a decent living. | want you to live a better life than I. Education is the key to a
better life and a great future.” My mother, a traditional woman who was the best helper to my father on the farm, shared my
father’s dream as well. Besides taking good care of me, she always encouraged me to study hard.

Unfortunately, the 921 earthquake, which took away many lives and left many people homeless, also deprived me of my happy
family. I was the only survivor in my family on that terrifying night. I am now entirely on my own, but | will never feel discouraged
or frustrated. | will bravely face whatever difficulties that may lie ahead. I will definitely work my way through college because |
am always reminded by my father’s conviction that knowledge builds wealth.
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