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What do you think is supposed to happen when two Englishmen who have never met before come face to face in a train? They
start talking about the weather. It may simply be the case that they happen to find the subject interesting. Most people, though, are
not particularly interested in weather conditions, so there must be other reasons for this kind of conversation. It is quite likely that
the first Englishman would like to get to know certain things about the second —for instance what sort of job he does and what
social status he has. Without this kind of information he will not be sure exactly how he should behave towards him. What he can
do is to engage him in a conversation. He is then likely to find out certain things about the other person quite easily. He will learn
things not so much from what the other man says as from how he says it, for whenever we speak we cannot avoid giving our
listeners clues about our backgrounds and personalities.
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