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The newly built auditorium was fully occupied. We graduates sat in the front
eight rows. | sat in the middle of the first row. On my lapel, there was a pink
rosebay flower. This was picked by my mother in our yard as | was leaving
for school. She said, “This rosebay flower tree was planted by your father.

Wear it as if your father is watching you being on the stage.”

My father is ill. He is in the hospital and cannot come.



Yesterday, | went to see Father. His throat was swollen and his voice was
hoarse. | told him that during the commencement ceremony, | will receive the
diploma on behalf of all of the graduates. Besides, | will deliver the gratitude
speech. I asked Father whether he could get up and take part in the ceremony.
Six years ago, he attended a farewell party of graduating students and he
encouraged me to work hard so that | could receive the diploma on behalf of
all graduates and deliver the gratitude speech. Today, after six years, | made it

because my teacher did select me to do the job.



