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India has once again topped an annual list of cities with the worst air quality in the world, according to a new report, while 

Chinese cities have continued to show improvements from the previous year. 

Twenty-one of the world’s 30 cities with the worst air pollution are in India, according to data compiled in IQAir AirVisual’s 

2019 World Air Quality Report, with six in the top ten. 

Ghaziabad, a satellite city of the capital New Delhi in northern Uttar Pradesh state, is ranked as the world’s most polluted city, 

with an average PM 2.5 concentration measurement of 110.2 in 2019. That’s far more than double the level which the US 

Environmental Protection Agency regards as healthy – it’s nine times more. 

And in November, a public health emergency was declared after the air quality index (AQI) level exceeded 800 in certain parts 

of New Delhi, which was more than three times the “hazardous” level. 
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