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All human beings and animals need air to survive. Without air human beings would all die. Similarly, plants need air to live. They 

use sunlight and the carbon dioxide in air to make food, and then give off oxygen. 

We all breathe the air that surrounds the Earth. The air is made up of gases: around 78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, and 1% carbon 

dioxide, other gases, and water vapor. 

Because air is so basic to life, it is very important to keep the air clean by reducing or preventing air pollution. Today, air pollution 

causes several serious problems worldwide, one of which is acid rain. Acid rain is caused by chemicals that are released into the 

air and cause rain to be more acidic than usual. Acid rain can do great damage to people, animals, and plants. It is also harmful to 

water in lakes, often killing plants and fish that live there. 
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