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Chinese health authorities have not been able to identify a mysterious
strain of pneumonia that has infected dozens of people and put the rest of
Asia on alert -- although they have ruled out a return of the deadly severe

acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) virus.

A total of 59 cases of unknown viral pneumonia have been reported in the
city of Wuhan, central China, with seven patients in critical condition, the
Wuhan Municipal Health Commission said in a statement on Sunday. All

patients are being treated in quarantine, and no deaths have been reported.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), symptoms of the
pneumonia are mainly fever, with a number of patients having difficulty

breathing, and chest radiographs showing invasive lesions of both lungs.

Amid growing disquiet, Wuhan authorities said on Sunday they had
excluded the possibility of SARS, Middle East respiratory syndrome
(MERS), and bird flu.
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