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An attack by 10 drones caused fires at a major oil processing facility and
a nearby oil field in Saudi Arabia. Houthi rebels have claimed

responsibility.

Direct hit: The drone attack on Saturday targeted Abqaiq, the world’s
biggest oil processing facility, and the Khuaru oil field, which produces
around one million barrels of crude oil a day. Saudi Aramco, the
state-owned oil firm, said that around half of Saudi Arabia’s daily oil

production had been suspended as a result, the WSJ reported.

The technology: Houthi rebels in Yemen have used drones for a number
of attacks so far this year, including hitting a Saudi missile battery as well
as other oil fields. In such attacks, the drones are typically packed with
explosives and flown at speed into their targets. While the group used to
use standard, off-the-shelf hobbyist drones with a limited range, later
attacks have used more sophisticated models with an estimated range in

excess of 900 miles, the UN reported in January.
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