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ISTANBUL — Russia and Turkey agreed Tuesday on a plan to push
Syrian Kurdish fighters (4413 2 4% 2 ) from a wide swath of territory
just south of Turkey’s border, cementing Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s eminent role in Syria as U.S. troops depart and America’s
influence wanes.

The agreement, reached after an hours-long meeting between Putin and
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the Black Sea resort town of
Sochi, will leave Turkey and Russia in control of territory formerly held

by Kurdish forces once allied with the United States.
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