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When the doctor arrived at the artist’s home and saw that his patient was 

a dog, he was raged, but immediately he thought of a plan to get even. Hiding 

his anger, he said calmly, “I’m afraid this is a very difficult case. I’ll have to 

go back to study the case more carefully. I’ll call you when I find out exactly 

what’s wrong with your dog.” Then he left. About the same time the 

following night, Mr. DePicter was awakened by a phone call. It was the throat 

specialist and he asked Mr. DePicter to go immediately to his house. Mr. 

DePicter said, “But, Doctor, it’s past twelve. I have an appointment to paint 

the portrait of a very important person. Can’t you wait until tomorrow 

afternoon?”  
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