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| thought of whether | had been on the filial duty in the past. From the
time | had memories, my mother’s hands had been quite rough. She was busy
all day long. She was busy at work from the kitchen to the paddy, and from
my father’s meals a day to the long-term laborers’ snacks. Her hands were full
of cracks. She cleaned the kitchen with strong alkaline water. My mother
rubbed the wiper in the alkaline water; sometimes she felt hurt and frowned
but never stopped working. After cleaning the kitchen and feeding the pigs,
she put some hot water to a wooden basin and soaked her hands in it. After
soaking for a long time, her face was filled with a satisfied smile, which was

her greatest enjoyment.



