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The 1962 celebration “was more enthusiastic -- a lot more people,”
said one spectator, who as a young newlywed attended Glenn’s first
parade and came from her Brooklyn home again for Glenn’s second
parade. Another spectator said that too many Americans take the
achievements of the space program for granted. “It’s become so everyday,
so ordinary, nobody cares,” he said. Glenn began the day with decorating
the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree. After that event, Glenn recalled
the 1962 parade, saying, “It was just so enormous. I remember just a
blizzard of paper. You could hardly even look up without getting
something in your eye.” Glenn, who retires from the U.S. Senate next
month, joins a list of individuals and sports teams honored with more

than one ticker-tape parade.
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