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Iran speeded up production of enriched uranium which is used to 

make reactor fuel but also potentially nuclear bombs, in May. This is a 

response to the sanctions imposed by the US after it unilaterally withdrew 

from the agreement. The breaches occurred amid heightened tensions 

between Iran and the US. Earlier this month, the UK seized an Iranian oil 

tanker suspected of taking oil to Syria in breach of sanctions. Iran denied 

this. The long-term nuclear deal involves Iran limiting its nuclear 

activities in exchange for easing economic sanctions against Iran, which 

has seriously hurt its economy. The European Union’s foreign policy 

chief (歐盟外交政策負責人 ) Federica Mogherini said, none of the 

signatories to the deal considered the breaches to be significant, so they 

would not trigger a dispute mechanism that could lead to further 

sanctions.  
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