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The brain, which weighs less than 2.2 pounds, is perhaps the most
complicated organ in our bodies. Although scientists have not been able to
solve all the mysteries of this amazing organ, they have made some progress.
They have found that certain parts of the brain are responsible for learning,
memory, and language. Recent studies indicate that the two halves of the
brain—the right hemisphere and the left hemisphere — play extremely
important roles in learning and communicating. The left hemisphere deals
with rules, lists of information, and short-term memory. In contrast, the right
hemisphere deals with feelings, colors, and long-term memory. Scientists
recognize the importance of both hemispheres in the learning of all sorts,
including language learning. Scientists now relate left and right hemispheres
to the way different individuals learn languages. They believe that some

learners use one half of their brains more than the other half.
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