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Along with its rugged mountains, its vast deserts, and its world-famous
vineyards, California is also known for having some of the most beautiful
beaches in the United States. Known as the “Golden State,” California is
located on the country’s west coast and gets a lot of sun. The temperature at sea
level remains in a range between “comfortably warm” and “dangerously hot”
all year round. The stable, mild weather allows marine life to thrive in the
waters near the shore. Among the rich underwater variety of plants and other
creatures, marine scientists have detected a huge amount of algae—another
name for seaweed—growing in the waters off California’s beaches. This
particular species of algae, Caulerpa prolifera, is bright green and grows where
the water is shallow. There is so much of it growing, and it is spreading so

quickly, that scientists are calling the situation an “invasion.”



