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The origin of the Lunar New Year is based on the famous legend of the
“Nian”. The “Nian” is a cruel and fierce beast. The ancients believed that
the “Nian” would come out to eat people on New Year’s Eve. It is said
that the “Nian” is extremely afraid of red, fire and noisy sounds. People
stuck red paper on the door, lit the torch and fired the firecrackers all
night to avoid the “Nian”. In the early morning of the next day, the voice
of “congratulations” was endless; the joy of defeating the “Nian” and the
joy of rebirth permeated the air. Although the general people think that
the celebration of the New Year begins on the New Year’s Eve; in fact,
the related activities have started from December 24th of the lunar
calendar. The legendary gods would return to Heaven on this day to

report to the Jade Emperor the events of the year.



